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Development 

Authority Programs 

 

MDA Certification 

Program 

The Minority and Small 

Business Development 

Division administers  the 

state’s certification pro-

gram which identifies 

minority and women 

owned businesses and 

seeks to increase oppor-

tunities for them by 

providing advocacy, as-

sistance,  and access to 

resources and training.   

 

Model Contractor 

Development Program 

The Model Contractor 

Development Program is 

a 9 week program de-

signed to teach new and 

emerging contractors 

good business practices 

that will build capacity, 

improve competitiveness 

and increase bonding 

ability. 

MDA Launches a New Minority Business Registry 

The Mississippi Development Au-

thority recently launched a new, 

web-based registry for minority– 

and woman-owned businesses in 

Mississippi. 

 

The Mississippi Minority Business 

Registry (MMBR) can be reached 

at www.mmbr.org and allows 

business owners to register and 

be included in a searchable data-

base. 

 

Businesses that register must be 

verified and approved by MDA 

before being listed publicly on the 

website.  To ensure that the infor-

mation is accurate and up-to-date, 

the MMBR will periodically ask the 

businesses in its registry to verify 

their information or update it if it is 

outdated. 

 

Features of the website include a 

comprehensive registration form 

that captures information such as 

certifications, company logo, NA-

ICs, location, and keywords along 

with basic contact information 

related to the business.   

 

An alphabetical directory listing shows the entire 

business registry at once, or visitors can view busi-

nesses that begin with a certain letter to narrow 

down their search. 

 

Each business is automatically mapped and view-

able through a geographic search that a visitor can 

use to display business locations and see driving 

directions to them. 

 

The business search section will search across 

multiple fields and return matching results to the 

visitor.  The results can be downloaded 

as a PDF report or a Microsoft Excel 

spreadsheet for offline reference. 
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 The Fall 2012 Small Business Re-

source Conference will be held at The 

Innovation Center, 1636 Popps Ferry 

Road, Biloxi on Friday November 9th 

from 9am until 3pm.  

There will be training sessions, net-

Page 2 

  

Upcoming Event— Small 

Business Resource Confer-

ence Jackson, MS 

November 9, 2012 

Upcoming Event — DOD Industry Day  November 14, 2012 

This “Industry Day” focuses on the ship-

building industry along the Gulf Coast, 

providing your company with the opportuni-

ty to meet and network with many contacts. 

Even though the focus of this event is ship-

building, there will be exhibitors from other 

government agencies and prime contrac-

tors available. Not only will you have the opportunity to network with 

them, you will also have the chance to network with hundreds of other 

attendees. 

We anticipate approximately 25+ shipbuilding, government agency and 

prime contractor exhibitors and 250+ attendees.  

Completed details, registration information and exhibitor infor-

mation will be made available at www.mscpc.com. Once there se-

lect “Events Calendar” and then select the event posting shown on 

November 14th.  

Minority Business Barrier Spotlight — Research and Development Funding 

Barrier 

Small Business contain employees who are 

some of the most innovative and creative 

thinkers of our country. Unfortunately small 

business do not have the resources to fund 

R&D costs on their 

own.  

MBA Support 

 The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) pro-

gram is a highly competitive program that encourages 

domestic small businesses to engage in Federal Re-

search/Research and Development (R/R&D) that has the 

potential for commercialization. MBA provides SBIR/

STTR support to our member companies. We help your 

company research topics and find government agencies 

that could potentially be a good fit for funding research 

and development costs for new product development.  

 MBA also provides counseling on tax credits that your 

company could be eligible for R&D costs.  

working opportunities, and display tables available.  

For more information on Vendor Display Tables or 

Sponsorship please contact Patty at pat-

ty@innovatems.com 

For more information: 

Go to www.magnolia-ba.biz 

Or  Call 228-295-7117 

For more information: 

Go to www.magnolia-ba.biz 

Or  Call 228-295-7117 

 This MSET hosted showcase will feature table

-top exhibits from companies that supply prod-

ucts or provide business services to all types of 

organizations. The showcase will include ac-

counting, legal, financial, and other business-

related services; business insurance providers; 

vendors of office supplies, furniture, IT hard-

ware and software; staffing agencies; training 

and workshop providers; and many others.  

 

For additional information, please contact Lau-

rie Jugan at 228-688-1192 or  

lajconsulting@bellsouth.net.  

Upcoming Event — MSET’s Annual Supplier and 

Service Provider Showcase November 28, 2012 

http://www.magnolia-ba.biz/
mailto:lajconsulting@bellsouth.net
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-2O1G8GJ4esw/TZR9xYNn4aI/AAAAAAAADkI/9R5s_RiTkKg/s1600/041508nt_makin_island800.jpg


The Minority Enterprise is a 

program of the  Magnolia 

Business Alliance. 

Minority Enterprise 

13131 Hwy 603, Suite 208 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

Phone:  (228) 295-7117 

Fax: (228) 295-7119 

Email:  

 info@magnolia-ba.biz 

Web:  

 me.magnolia-ba.biz 

Our company spotlight for Octo-

ber 2012 is WorldWinds, Inc. 

WorldWinds, Inc. was estab-

lished in May 2000 as a spin-off 

of User Systems Enterprises, 

Inc. WorldWinds, Inc. is a pri-

vately held, women-owned, small 

business located at the Stennis 

Space Center in southern Missis-

sippi and is a member of the 

Magnolia Business Alliance. 

WorldWinds, Inc. is also a found-

ing member of the Mississippi 

Space Commerce Initiative 

(MSCI). The MSCI was estab-

lished in 1997 to promote com-

mercial remote sensing in the 

state of Mississippi which be-

came the MBA Enterprise for 

Innovative Geospatial Solutions 

(EIGS) Program.  

MBA worked with WorldWinds 

this summer to market some of 

the company’s weather products 

during a trade mission to Brazil. 

WorldWinds US customers in-

clude NOAA, FEMA, and a varie-

ty of commercial companies. 

WorldWinds specializes in provid-

ing the highly detailed weather 

and wave forecast data needed to 

avoid hazardous weather 

and make the most of im-

portant time and resources. 

These forecasts can be 

used for a variety of appli-

cations including:  

 Marine Transport 

 Oil & Gas Operations 

 Commercial & Recrea-

tional Fishing 

 Pleasure Boating 

 Coastal Hazard & Re-

sponse Support 

 Emergency Responder Sup-

port 

 Agricultural Weather Fore-

casting 

 Air Pollution Monitoring and 

Forecasting 

 Insurance & Legal Forensics 

 Aviation Route Planning & 

Inflight Support  

After Hurricane Katrina, World-

Winds performed extensive mod-

eling of the storm which was in-

strumental in settling 

insurance claims 

and helping to plan 

rebuilding efforts 

along the Gulf 

Coast. 

WorldWinds pro-

vides clients with 

their choice of a 

product or service 

that best suits their 

individual needs. 

Clients may con-

tract with WorldWinds for cus-

tomized consulting support and 

analysis of weather and remotely 

sensed data. 

For more information, contact 
Elizabeth Valenti at (985) 641-
8661 or visit the website at 
www.worldwindsinc.com. 

Upcoming Events  

Fall 2012 Small Business 
Resource Conference 
November 9, 2012  
Biloxi, MS  

 

2012 DOD Industry Day 
November 14, 2012 
Pascagoula, MS 

 

MSET’s Annual Supplier and Service Pro-
vider Showcase  
November 28, 2012 
Stennis Space Center, MS 

 

One-on-One Business Counseling & Men-
toring 
Contact MBA for an appointment 

MDA Loan Programs 

The Minority Business Loan 

Program provides business 

loans to qualified minority 

and women owned compa-

nies. These loans are admin-

istered by the Planning and 

Development Districts.   

The Capital Access Contract 

Loan Program provides pro-

ject financing for qualified 

borrowers that hold contacts 

or subcontracts on public 

projects.  These loans are 

administered by MinCap. 

Minority Surety Bond 

Guaranty Program 

The Minority Surety Bond 

Guaranty Programs assists 

eligible minority and women 

owned businesses with es-

tablishing a bond line and 

acquiring bonds from a Sure-

ty Company in order to carry 

out public projects or private 

projects with public incen-

tives.  

For program assistance, con-

tact the Magnolia Business 

Alliance or visit the Mississip-

pi Development Authority 

website: 

 www.mississippi.org 
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MDA Programs 

Worldwinds, Inc. 

For More Information call 228-295-7117 or email  

info@magnolia-ba.biz 

Company Spotlight 

Elizabeth Valenti, 

Owner 

mailto:info@magnolia-ba.biz
http://me.magnolia-ba.biz/
http://www.worldwindsinc.com
http://www.mississippi.org/
mailto:info@magnolia-ba.biz

