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MDA Certification 

Program 

The Minority and Small 

Business Development 

Division administers  the 

state’s certification pro-

gram which identifies 

minority and women 

owned businesses and 

seeks to increase oppor-

tunities for them by 

providing advocacy, as-

sistance,  and access to 

resources and training.   

 

Model Contractor 

Development Program 

The Model Contractor 

Development Program is 

a 9 week program de-

signed to teach new and 

emerging contractors 

good business practices 

that will build capacity, 

improve competitiveness 

and increase bonding 

ability. 

Author, Business Guru Kathleen Freeland Keynotes  
Minority Women’s Entrepreneur Forum  
 Entrepreneur turned author Kathryn 

Freeland led a list of successful mi-

nority business 

speakers during the 

Magnolia Business 

Alliance “Minority 

Women’s Entrepre-

neurs Forum” held 

on April 12 at the 

University of South-

ern Mississippi Trent 

Lott National Center 

of Excellence for 

Economic Develop-

ment and Entrepre-

neurship. 

MBA co-hosted the 

free event with the 

USM Department of 

Management and 

International Business.  Participants 

included 47 entrepreneurs and repre-

sentatives of agencies who assist 

small businesses. The forum agenda 
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covered a range of topics critical to 

entrepreneurial success including 

success stories, 

social media and 

mobile technology, 

tax advice, busi-

ness plan develop-

ment, and specific 

strategies for using 

state and federal 

small business pro-

grams. 

Three-time biotech 

entrepreneur Bev-

erly Dale spoke on 

her businesses as 

well Hattiesburg 

Mayor, business-

man, and 2011 gu-

bernatorial candi-

date Johnny Dupree.  Participants 

also had direct one-on-one access 

to MBA experts in busi-
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ness technology, finance, government programs,    

and marketing for detailed questions.  During the Fo-

rum MBA registered 34 organizations in its Minority 

Enterprise program and scheduled 9 counseling ses-

sions with entrepreneurs desiring individualized as-

sistance as part of MBA’s free business assistance 

program.  

In February, the Mississippi Development Authority 

partnered with MBA for minority outreach and ser-

vices. This forum was the second of three minority-

focused events and the seventh MBA event this year 

in a series of 20 small business events and meetings 

scheduled for 2012.  

MBA’s next event will be the Technology Expo at the 

NASA Stennis Space Center on April 26.  MBA is also 

under contract for a second year with the U.S. Small 

Business Administration for the Regional Innovative 

Clusters Initiative to provide hands-on assistance to 

businesses in the 10-year-old Enterprise for Innova-

tive Geospatial Solutions technology cluster.  MBA is 

also partnered with the US Economic Development 

Authority and the South Mississippi Planning and De-

velopment District to grow the emerging disaster 

management business cluster on the Gulf Coast.  

Both programs include minority business compo-

nents in addition to the MBA ME program. 
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Minority Women Forum 

Craig Harvey, MBA President welcomed attendees to the 

newest addition to MBA’s series of direct, one-on-one entre-

preneurial assistance seminars at the Women’s Minority 

Business Forum  

Attendees represented 34 non-profit and commercial organizations 

at the Women’s Minority Business Forum on April 12, 2012 

Hattiesburg Mayor Johnny Dupree delivered the lunchtime 

presentation  detailing his journey as a minority leader and 

entrepreneur. 
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Essentials for Starting & Growing Your Business  

On March 28-29, 2012, MBA hosted the Essentials for Starting 

and Growing Your Business seminar in Slidell, LA. 

Workshop topics covered were Incorporation assistance, 

Business Plan Development and Review, Branding, Government 

Contracting, Accounting and Financial Management, Human 

Resources, and Intellectual Property. 

There were 32 attendees who gained valuable knowledge in all 

areas of business creation and moving your existing business to 

the next level.  Also, MBA was contacted by St Bernard Parish, 

LA  who designated this event to be counted towards their goal 

in which we created a certificate that was presented to all who 

attended. MBA has taken this lesson and are working with simi-

lar organizations in the areas of our other seminars. 

On March 22, 2012 MBA partnered with the University of 

Southern Mississippi to host a International Business Ex-

port Seminar in Long Beach, MS.  

There were 50 attendees with 20 of them being students 

of USM Entrepreneur and International Business Pro-

grams.  

MS. Natalie Guess with eMerge providing our at-

tendees her Social Media  and Marketing & Branding 

presentation.  

Attendees taking in the presentations at the International 

Business Export Seminar 

International Business Export Seminar 

Workshop Highlights 

The Basics of Exporting 

Local Ports Panel 

Managing International Sales Orders 

Building International Sales-Assessing Risk and Opportunities  

Building an Overseas Infrastructure 

Growing Your International Business 

US Export Regulations 

International Logistics 



 

 

The Magnolia Business Alliance is 

hosting a two day seminar for entre-

preneurs who want to start a new 

business or grow their existing one. 

The seminar will be held at the Uni-

versity of South AL, Mitchell College 

of Business. 
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The Crudup-Ward Women’s 

Business Center had a booth at 

our Women’s Forum on April 12, 

2012 

Upcoming Event — 

Small Business 101 Seminar  

 

Mobile, AL 

June 6-7, 2012 

Upcoming Event — 8(a) Certification Workshop                       July 11, 2012 

MBA will be hosting a 8(a) Certification Workshop on July 11, 2012.  

The focus will the requirements and application process of SBA’s 8

(a) certification.  

The SBA’s 8(a) BD Program, named for a section of the Small Busi-

ness Act, is a business development program created to help small 

disadvantaged businesses compete in the American economy and 

access the federal procurement market.  

The basic requirements are the applicant must be a small business, 

must be unconditionally owned and controlled by one or more social-

ly and economically disadvantaged individuals who are of good char-

acter and citizens of the US, and must demonstrate potential for suc-

cess.  

To register for space to exhibit please go to www.magnolia-ba.biz or 

call 228-295-7117.  

Minority Business Barrier Spotlight — Marketing Costs 

Barrier 

Marketing and advertising are an important way for 

any business to reach new clients, and with a limited 

marketing budget it can be a struggle for a small 

business to reach its target audience.  

Advertising can be expensive; and even with the 

many forms of free marketing available on the Inter-

net (social networking websites, blogs, company web-

sites), it is still difficult to reach a target audience 

without investing in other forms of marketing such as 

television and print.  

MBA Support 

MBA along with our resource partners understands this barrier and 

counsels our ME companies on what resources are available to them 

to properly market  their business. Below is a summary of some of the 

programs and steps that MBA  takes to help with this barrier.  

 Training in Social Media Tools available to help market and adver-

tise their business.  

 Listing each member on our website and providing contact infor-

mation and a link to their company website.  

 Marketing and Branding workshops. 

 One-on-one counseling and mentoring with Marketing and Brand-

ing partners.   

Agenda Topics: Incorporation Assistance, Business 

Plan Development and Review, Social Media, Mar-

keting and Branding, Government Contracting, Ac-

counting and Financial Management, Human Re-

sources, and Intellectual Property.  

To Register: 

Go to www.magnolia-ba.biz 

Or  Call 228-295-7117 

Ms. Patricia Bollman giving a presentation on I9 Compli-

ance at our MBA Member Meeting on April 10, 2012. 

http://www.magnolia-ba.biz/
http://www.magnolia-ba.biz/


The West End Restaurant 

The Minority Enterprise is a 

program of the  Magnolia 

Business Alliance. 

Minority Enterprise 

13131 Hwy 603, Suite 208 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

Phone:  (228) 295-7117 

Fax: (228) 295-7119 

Email:  

 info@magnolia-ba.biz 

Web:  

 me.magnolia-ba.biz 

Our Company Spotlight for 

April 2012 is The West End 

Restaurant. 

The West End Restaurant is 

located at 635 Hwy 90 in 

Waveland, MS. It is owned 

and operated by Ms. Kelyn and 

Mark Breland.  

The West End opened in June of 

2008 and has been going strong 

ever since.  

The building is beautiful, the wait 

staff is eager to serve you, and 

the food is always excellent! 

The West End has a very diversi-

fied menu which includes salads, 

crab cakes, poboys, gumbo, crab 

bisque, oysters, seafood platters, 

prime cut steaks, chicken, pas-

tas, veal, and burgers.  

They offer daily lunch and drink 

specials and a kids menu.  Cater-

ing services are also offered. 

The West End Restaurant is open 

for lunch and dinner Tuesday—

Sunday and are closed on Mon-

days.  

Kelyn joined MBA in March 

2011 and has been very active 

in all of MBA’s programs and 

events.  

Several of our MBA Member 

Meetings have been hosted by 

The West End Restaurant, and 

a great time was had by all.  

For more information please 

call 228-466-5225. 

Upcoming Events  

Small Business 101 Work-

shop 

June 6-7, 2012 

Mobile, AL 

8(a) Certification Workshop 

July 11, 2012 

Bay St Louis, MS  

 

MBA Member Meeting 

July 16, 2012 

TBA 

One-on-One Business Counsel-

ing & Mentoring 

Contact MBA for an appoint-

ment 

MDA Loan Programs 

The Minority Business Loan 

Program provides business 

loans to qualified minority 

and women owned compa-

nies. These loans are admin-

istered by the Planning and 

Development Districts.   

The Capital Access Contract 

Loan Program provides pro-

ject financing for qualified 

borrowers that hold contacts 

or subcontracts on public 

projects.  These loans are 

administered by MinCap. 

Minority Surety Bond 

Guaranty Program 

The Minority Surety Bond 

Guaranty Programs assists 

eligible minority and women 

owned businesses with es-

tablishing a bond line and 

acquiring bonds from a Sure-

ty Company in order to carry 

out public projects or private 

projects with public incen-

tives.  

For program assistance, con-

tact the Magnolia Business 

Alliance or visit the Mississip-

pi Development Authority 

website: 

 www.mississippi.org 
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MDA Programs 

Company Spotlight 

mailto:info@magnolia-ba.biz
http://me.magnolia-ba.biz/
http://www.mississippi.org/

